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FOL TEL SENT ACTION SECSTATE FROM TEHRAN DTD 16 MAY 1976 QUOTE 
SECRET TEHRAN 4920 

NODIS 

FOR THE SECRETARY FROM THE AMBASSADOR 

DEPARTMENT PLEASE PASS TO AMEMBASSIES BONN. ISLAMABAD, LONDON, 
OTTAWA, PARIS 

EO. 1 1652: XGDS 1 

TAGS: PARM, TECH, PK, IR. US 

SUBJECT: SENSITIVE NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY IN PAKISTAN 
REF: STATE 1 16392 

1 . PURSUANT TO INSTRUCTIONS IN REFTEL, SOUGHT AUDIENCE WITH 
THE SHAH WHICH WAS GRANTED EVENING MAY 15. 

2. AFTER COVERING POINTS SET FORTH IN PARAS TWO THROUGH 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 120546 

SEVEN OF REFTEL, WENT OVER CAREFULLY WITH SHAH CONTENTS OF 
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PRESIDENT'S LETTER TO BHUTTO (STATE 68624). THIS WAS FOLLOWED 
BY DISCUSSION OF POINTS SET FORTH IN PARA EIGHT OF REFTEL. 

IN ORDER TO INSURE THAT THE SHAH FULLY UNDERSTOOD ENTIRE 
THRUST OF OUR ARGUMENTATION, ITEMS IN PARAGRAPH EIGHT HAD 
BEEN TYPED OUT SO THAT HE COULD READ THEM CAREFULLY, WHICH HE 
DID. IN SUM, THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THE SHAH FULLY 
UNDERSTANDS THE US GOVERNMENT S CASE AS SET FORTH IN 
REFTEL. 

3. SHAH'S INITIAL REACTION TO PRESENTATION WAS TO STATE 
THAT BOTH PAKISTAN AND IRAN ARE "PRISONERS OF US GOOD 
WILL". HE POINTED OUT THAT IRAN WAS PLANNING TO BUILD 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS CAPABLE OF PRODUCING 25,000 MEGAWATTS 
OF ENERGY. "IF WE CANNOT GET SUFFICIENT SUPPLIES OF ENRICHED 
URANIUM, THIS ENTIRE INVESTMENT GOES UP IN THE AIR." HAVING 
SAID THIS THE SHAH ADMITTED THAT WHAT PAKISTAN WAS DOING 
WITH THE FRENCH WAS "NOT ECONOMICAL." THE FRENCH APPARENTLY 
POINTED THIS OUT TO THE SHAH WHEN HE VISITED PARIS LAST YEAR 

AND TOLD HIM HOW MUCH MEGA WATTAGE PAKISTAN WOULD HAVE TO HAVE 
TO MAKE A REPROCESSING PLANT A SENSIBLE FINANCIAL INVESTMENT. 
AFTER ASSERTING THAT BETWEEN FRIENDS ONE SHOULD BE ABLE TO 
TALK FRANKLY, HE RETURNED TO THE THEME THAT PAKISTAN HAS 
A BASIC NEED FOR ACCESS TO ENRICHED URANIUM. HE MUSED THAT 
FRANCE MIGHT GO LEFTIST, THEN SUDDENLY DECIDE TO CUT OFF 
ENRICHED URANIUM SUPPLIES TO PAKISTAN. IN THIS CONNECTION 
THE SHAH NOTED THAT MITTERAND HAD RECENTLY COME OUT IN 
SUPPORT OF THE POLISARIO FRONT IN THE SAHARAN DISPUTE. 

SWITCHING BACK TO THE EARLIER PART OF OUR DISCUSSION, THE 

SHAH ASKED RHETORICALLY WHAT LEVERAGE THE US HAS WITH PAKISTAN. 

HE COMMENTED. 'YOU GIVE THEM A FEW TOW MISSILES AND ODDS AND 

ENDS OF DEFENSIVE WEAPONS BUT NO A-7 AIRCRAFT WHICH THEY 

BADLY NEED. PAKISTAN HAS NO AIR FORCE. DO THEY REALLY 

CARE IF YOUR CONGRESS GETS MAD AT THEM? SUPPOSE I DO 

PUT PRESSURE ON BHUTTO. WHAT WILL HE SAY? IT SEEMS 

CLEAR THAT HE IS DETERMINED TO OBTAIN A REPROCESSING 

FACILITY." IN A MORE THOUGHTFUL VEIN THE SHAH THEN 

SAID THAT IF WOULD TAKE "A LITTLE THINKING" HOW TO DEAL 

WITH THESE VARIOUS CONSIDERATIONS. 

4. AT THE CONCLUSION OF THIS PART OF OUR DISCUSSION .THE 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 120546 

SHAH POINTED OUT THAT BHUTTO MUST HAVE MISUNDERSTOOD HIM 
IF HE THOUGHT THAT HE(THE SHAH) WAS IN FAVOR OF HAVING A 
REPROCESSING PLANT IN PAKISTAN. THE SHAH FEELS THAT SUCH 
A PLANT SHOULD BE LOCATED IN IRAN AND THAT IT SHOULD BE 
MULITLATERAL IN NATURE. HE BELIEVES THAT IT WOULD BE EASIER 
TO DISSUADE BHUTTO FROM HIS PLAN IF A REGIONAL PLANT WERE 
AVAILABLE TO WHICH HE WOULD HAVE ACCESS. THE SHAH MENTIONED 
THIS REGIONAL FACILITY CONCEPT SEVERAL TIMES AND CAME DOWN 
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ON THE IDEA WITH EMPHASIS AT THE END OF OUR CONVERSATION. 

COMMENT: THE SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME OF THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS 
BETWEEN USG AND GOI ON ARRANGEMENTS TO BUILD AMERICAN 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN IRAN WOULD SEEM TO BE A SINE QUA NON 
IF WE EXPECT ANY USEFUL ASSISTANCE FROM THE SHAH IN DISSUADING 
PAKISTAN FROM ITS DRIVE TO OBTAIN REPROCESSING FACILITIES. 

5. WITH RESPECT TO THE LAST POINT IN PARA 8 OF REFTEL, I 

ASKED THE SHAH VERY CAREFULLY WHETHER OR NOT HE WANTED BHUTTO 

INFORMED ABOUT THE USG APPROACH TO IRAN. AFTER THINKING 

FOR A MOMENT, THE SHAH REPLIED IN THE AFFIRMATIVE. HE 

AGREED THAT IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE TO HAVE BHUTTO IN THE 

PICTURE IN VIEW OF THE EXCELLENT RELATIONS WHICH BOTH 

THE US AND IRAN HAVE WITH PAKISTAN. THE SHAH ALSO EXPECTS 

US TO KEEP HIM CURRENTLY INFORMED ABOUT OUR NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH THE GOP ON THIS NUCLEAR TECHNOLOGY SUBJECT. HELMS UNQTE 

KISSINGER 
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